Invasive Plant Issues
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Control of orange hawkweed
(Hieracium aurantiacum)
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An infestation of orange hawkweed at Camp Island, Karluk Lake. Photo courtesy of Leslie
Kerr, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Background: Orange hawkweed (Hieracium aurantiacum) spreads rapidly,
reproducing by seed as well as spreading with rhizomes and stolons. Once
established, orange hawkweed is able to displace grass and forb species. Orange
hawkweed is most often found in meadows, roadsides, forest edges, lawns and
pastures. This invasive plant is a problem in natural areas, lawns and agricultural
land because it will completely displace most other plants.

Identification:
• Reddish-orange flowers form at
the end of a nearly leafless flower
stalk.
• Leaves are basal rosettes.

• Hairs cover the plant.
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For more information regarding invasive plants, contact UAF Cooperative Extension Service
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at 1-877-520-5211 or visit www.uaf.edu.ces.

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Treatment Plan for Orange Hawkweed
Infestations

The goal of IPM is to achieve long-term management with minimal impact on
human health, the environment and non-target organisms. Below are some weed

Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Treatment Plan for Orange Hawkweed
The goal of IPM is to achieve long-term management with minimal impact on human health, the environment and non-target
organisms. Below are some weed control methods and information on their effectiveness in controlling an infestation.
• Pulling or mowing is not recommended unless you are dealing with one or two plants and can dig out the entire area.
Pulling or digging the plants leaves tiny root fragments and disturbs the soil, resulting in new hawkweed plants.
• Cover is recommended for small areas. Use a weed barrier fabric, leaving enough fabric to cover at least one foot beyond
the edge of the infestation. Fabric must stay on for several years. Control hawkweed that sprouts at the edges.

primary active ingredient. In agricultural land, roadsides or natural areas, treat
hawkweed with an herbicide that lists aminopyralid or clopyralid as the primary
active ingredient. Apply when plants begin active growth in the spring up until
they begin to flower. Add a surfactant to your herbicide because the plants hairs
will prevent herbicide contact with leaves. Prevent contact with non-target
desirable broadleaf plants by applying herbicide to individual hawkweed plants.
These herbicides will not harm grasses if used according to label instructions.
Fertilize and maintain vigorous lawns, pastures and hay fields to help prevent
re-invasion.

• Herbicides with the following primary active ingredients are recommended for larger areas. For residential areas, use an
herbicide that contains triclopyr, or 2,4-D and dicamba. Non-residential landscapes may be treated with an appropriately
labeled herbicide containing clopyralid. In agricultural land, roadsides and natural areas, treat hawkweed with an herbicide
that contains aminopyralid or clopyralid. Apply when plants begin active growth in the spring, before they flower. Add a
surfactant
to your herbicide because the plants hairs will prevent herbicide contact with leaves.
Timing Your Orange Hawkweed Control
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Herbicides — Effective now. Treat
infested area as described above.
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Cover — Apply weed barrier to infested area. Apply herbicide to plants or expand
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Seefeldt, S.S., and J. Conn. 2011. “Control of orange hawkweed (Hieracium

Herbicides — Aminopyralid is
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aurantiacum) in Southern Alaska.” Invasive Plant Science and Management 4(1):

Herbicides — Aminopyralid is still effective; however, little87-94.
kill may occur until
the following season. Clopyralid, 2,4-D and dicamba products are not effective at
this stage. Apply aminopyralid products as described on the label.

Not sure you know how to apply herbicides safely and correctly? Contact your local Cooperative Extension Service office to learn more
(www.uaf.edu/ces). Always read an herbicide label before applying to ensure it is registered for the site and you use it at the right rate.

Remember the LABEL IS THE LAW!

To simplify information, trade names of products have been used. No endorsement of named products by the University of Alaska
Fairbanks Cooperative Extension Service is intended, nor is criticism implied of similar products that are not mentioned.
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